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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : MAY 0 2 2007 

Please cancel claims 2, 9, 16, 22, 24, and 26 without prejudice or disclaimer, and amend 

the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A device for preventing bum-in of a display screen of an image 
display device, the device comprising: 

a blurring device for applying a blurring process to a single screen of an input image 
signal, without shifting an image represented by the input image signal, to obtain a single 
screen of a blurred image signal; and 

a contrast inversion device for inverting contrast of a luminance level of the single 
screen of the blurred image signal to generate a single screen of a burn-in prevention image 
signal , and 

wherein pixel data of the sin^e screen of the inout image signal is grouped 
into, a "l"ra'it.v of Pixel bl ^ l™. each nixel block includes N rows x M columns of pixels, and 
tv,* hlnrring device jpHiiHss a auantiTer that quant a* the nixel data of the single screen of 
the input image signal for each pi xel block, and 

Strain a Quantization level of the quantizer increases successively for _a 
errin nf screens of th P in put image si ?™!, and when the quantization level reaches its hi S hesj 
level, then the q uantization level returns to jls lowest level, 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The device according claimj^te-eteiffl^ further comprising: 
a device for varying a size of the pixel block for each field of the single screen of the 
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input image signal. 

4. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 1, further comprising; 

a device for applying a position variation process to the single screen of the burn-in 
prevention image signal to shift, with an elapse of time, a display position on the display 
screen of a display object that is displayed on the basis of the single screen of the input image 
signal. 

5. (Currently Amended) The device according to claim 1, wherein pixel data of th e 
oingl e scr e en of the input imag e signal is group e d int o q plurality of pixel blocks, oach pixel 
bloolc includoa N rows y M columns of pixoto, and the blurring device includes a mosaicking 
circuit that mosaicks the pixel data of the single screen of the input image signal for each 
pixel block. 

<S. (Presently Presented) The device according to claim 5, further comprising: 

a device for varying a size of the pixel block for each field of the single screen of the 
input image signal. 

7, (Previously Presented) The device according to claim 5, further comprising: 

a device for applying a position variation process to the single screen of the burn-in 
prevention image signal to shift, with an elapse of time, a display position on the display 
screen of a display object that is displayed on the basis of the single screen of the input image 
signal. 
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8, (Currently Amended) A method of preventing burn-in of a display screen of an image 
display device, the method comprising: 

A) subjecting an input image signal to blurring, without shifting an image 
represented by the input image signal, to obtain a blurred image signal; and 

B) subjecting the blurred image signal to contrast inversion to invert contrast 
of a luminance level of the blurred image signal to generate a burn-in prevention image 
signal, wherein pixel data of the input image signal is gr ouped into a plurality of pixel blocks, 
each pixel block includes N rows * M columns of pixels, and said subjecting the input image 
si gnal to blurring includes quantizing the pixel data of the input image signal for each pixel 
block; 

iy\ increasing a quantization level of a qu antizer successively for a series of 

screens of th e input image signal;. and 

E ) returning the quantization level to its lowest level when the quantization 

level reaches its highest level, 
9< (Canceled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, claim 9 , further 
comprising: 

varying a size of the pixel block for each field of the input image signal. 

11. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 8, further comprising: 
applying a position variation process to the burn-in prevention image signal to shift, 

with an elapse of time, a display position on the display screen of a display object that is 
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displayed on the basis of the input image signal. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, wherein pixel data of th e 
input image signal ia grouped into a plurality of pixel blocks, oaoh pixel b l oc k inoludoo N 
rown x M columns of pixola, and said subjecting the input image signal to blurring includes 
mosaicking the pixel data of the input image signal for each pixel block. 

13. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 12, further comprising: 
varying a size of the pixel block for each field of the input image signal. 

14. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 12, further comprising: 
applying a position variation process to the burn-in prevention image signal to shift, 

with an elapse of time, a display position on the display screen of a display object that is 
displayed on the basis of the input image signal. 

15. (Currently Amended) A display apparatus comprising: 
a display device including a display screen; 

a contour modification circuit for blurring an input image, without shifting the input 
image, to obtain a blurred image when the input image includes a still image; 

a contrast inversion circuit for i nverting contrast of a luminance level of the blurred 
image to obtain a contrast inverted image; and 

a driver for displaying the contrast inverted image on the display screen when the 

input image includes a still image^^and 

wherein the contour modification circui t includes a quantizer, and 
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wherein a quantization level of the quantizer increases s uccessively for a 
series of screens of the input image, and when the Quantization level reaches its highest level, 
then the quantization level returns to its lowest leveL 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Previously presented) The display apparatus according to claim 1 5, wherein the 
contour modification circuit includes a mosaicked 

1 8. (Original) The display apparatus according to claim 1 5, wherein pixels of the input 
image are grouped into a plurality of pixel blocks, and the contour modification circuit blurs 
the pixels of the input image for each pixel block, 

19. (Previously presented) The display apparatus according to claim 18, further 
comprising: 

a controller for varying a size of the pixel block for each field of the input image. 

20. (Previously presented) The display apparatus according to claim 1 5* further 
comprising: 

a second controller for shi fting, with an elapse of time, a display position of the burn- 
in prevention image on the display screen. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The device according to claim 1 , wherein the blurring device 
applies the blurring process when the input image signal includes a still image which lasts at 
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least a first predetermined period, and 
the device further comprises: 

a controller for increasing the luminance l evel of the blurred, contrast-inverted image 
signal if the still image lasts a second predetermined period which is longer than the first 
predetermined period. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Presently Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein said subjecting the 
input image signal to blurring is performed when the input image signal includes a still image 
which lasts at least a first predetermined peri od, and the method further comprises: 

C) increasing the luminau.ce level of the blurred, contrast-inverted image signal if the 
still-image lasts a second predetermined period which is longer than the first predetermined 
period. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously Presented) The display apparatus according to claim 1 5, wherein the 
contour modification circuit blurs the input image when the input image includes a still image 
which lasts at least a first predetermined period, and 

the display apparatus further comprises: 

a controller for increasing the luminance level of the blurred, contrast-inverted image 
signal if the still image lasts a second predetermined period which is longer than the first 
predetermined period. 
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26. (Canceled) 
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